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w The Week 

\y k not likely that the Democratic Senators who have 
ftis C ° me aroun( l t0 a d vocac 3 ; of amendments were led to 
But T CP ^ y a f ec l in S t aat Mr. Wilson's tour was a failure, 
^tor tr ^ s ^ own anv mar ^s of a triumph these Sen- 

Pol; Wou 'd scarcely have come out so boldly against the 
to °* rat ^ication which they have always been supposed 

WkT° r * . THe bolt ° f Mn ShicIds ' Mr " Thomas and Mr ' 
c ert e ^ m ^h makes some amendment of the treaty almost 

l'ke\ n * *^ or Republicans of the " mild reservation " group, 

th erns r " Kenyon and Mr. Capper, have also announced 

Ves substantially satisfied with the program of 



All 



0l ^s drawn by the Committee on Foreign Rela- 



ys, p , " " w " ~ 

lied ps ' lt is Mn Wilson's failure to call a halt on 
P j U ^ ort °^ reactionary movements in Hungary, Rus- 
&0V° anc ' and otncr hinds that is most responsible for a 
e u f Q lng belief in the Senate, still vague, that a League to 
4ll; a ^ ^ XC prescnt treaty may prove only another Holy 



c *ose t0 g ; ve hcr 



as certain to accept any peace treaty the 
For a while her statesmen might 



plead injustice but in the end there was nothing for them 
except surrender. Of the terms which the Austrian As- 
sembly has now accepted we have not had a full report. 
But the summary of the treaty shows that it hands over 
many hundreds of thousands of German-Austrians to alien 
states, particularly of Czechoslovakia, and that it follows a 
dangerous precedent set in the Germany treaty by fixing 
an indefinite figure for Austria's indemnity. Against a 
union of Austria and Germany French influence has from 
the first been active. And there has accordingly been 
written into the new treaty a specific provision against the 
much advertised doctrine of self-determination. 

X HE Allied reply to Austria furnishes one particularly 
good instance of how a principle can be made to cut two 
ways. "As regards the Tyrol," says the Peace Conference 
"ote, " the Allied and Associated powers have been im- 
pressed by the fact that for decades the Italian people 
have suffered from a menace deliberately placed at their 
heart by the retention in Austro- Hungarian hands of mili- 
tary outposts commanding the Italian plains." Strategic 
frontiers, says the Conference, are of vital importance. 
And accordingly Italy is given the line " she has long 
demanded." 

B UT in the paragraph immediately following — refusing 
Austria's demand for strategic frontiers of hcr own— the 
Peace Conference note declares " The Allied and Asso- 
ciated powers would further remind the Austrian delega- 
tion that the treaty of peace makes special provisions for 
the protection of small communities, such as new Austria. 
It will no longer be possible for powerful empires to 
threaten with impunity the political and economic life of 
their lesser neighbors." In other words, it is only the 
powerful empires that need strategic frontiers — and they 
are to have them. The little states, where strategic iron- 
tiers would presumably be pardonable, are to be satisfied 
with the guarantee of a League of Nations upon which the 
larger Powers feel it unsafe to rely. 

Rumania has a ready answer to the ultimatum of 
the Peace Conference. If the Allies insist that she stop 
her plundering in Hungary and take her troops home, 
Rumania "may be obliged to consider the advantages of 
withdrawing her troops across the Dvina, in southern Rus- 
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sia, and declining all responsibility for the chaos to which 
that part of Europe may be reduced by the dissensions of 
the Bolsheviki, royalists and reactionaries." That is, 
Rumania threatens to drop out of the anti-Bolshevik 
crusade unless she is to be recompensed by the privilege of 
despoiling Hungary at her pleasure. To the diplomats in 
Paris this may look like blackmail* But why, after all, is it 
not a perfectly sound answer? Rumania wants to know why 
it is wrong for her to send troops into Hungary if it is right 
for England, France and America to send troops into 
Russia. Are the little victors not to share with the great 
ones the privilege of intervention? 

DEBATE in the French Chamber shows that there are 
some Deputies who do not think France gets as much from 
the peace treaty as England and Japan. What is most in- 
teresting to Americans in this discussion is the argument 
used by government spokesmen to convert their critics to 
ratification. We have only fragmentary accounts of the 
debate; but M. Tardieu and his colleagues seem to be 
banking heavily on the proposed Anglo-Franco-American 
Alliance. Reports of their speeches do not indicate that 
they regard this treaty as something entirely temporary — 
an impression held by Mr. Wilson. It is rather to be the 
foundation stone of French diplomacy on the Continent. 
Inasmuch as the alliance itself contains no clause setting a 
date of termination, the least that the Senate can do before 
taking action on a treaty so subversive of American tradi- 
tion and the principles of a world League is to, secure from 
England and France a statement of the period for which 
they believe the alliance is to remain operative^ 

A PPARENTLY the treaty with Bulgaria is to be com- 
pleted without any settlement for the quarrel in Thrace. 
Mr. Wilson's proposals seem to have been rejected. They 
did not give enough to Greece. And Greece, being on the 
winning side, saw no reason why the principle that gave 
Shantung to Japan and the Saar mines to France should 
not be carried into the Balkans. With no decision reached 
in Thrace, with Rumania and Serbia quarrelling for the 
Banat, Montenegro on the edge of revolution, and Albania 
protesting against the spoliation of her territory, the Balkans 
have a peace that is not far from war. It was never an 
easy task to draw boundary lines in southeastern Europe. 
Delay, and the example of spoils-seeking set by the larger 
states, have now put a peaceful solution of Balkan ques- 
tions farther off than ever. 

The most important issue before the British Trade 
Union Congress now in session is the question of political 
action versus the direct method of the strike. When Mr. 
Lloyd George rejected the Sankey report for nationaliza- 
tion of the coal-mines he threw down a plain challenge to 
the trade unions. The miners have already refused the 
program offered by the government in place of national- 
ization. But what weapon they will use to force govern- 
ment ownership will be largely determined by debate in the 
present conference. Resort to direct action to achieve a 
political aim is a policy urged by those who consider that 
control of publicity by the government and the conserva- 
tive press makes political action an unreality. But Mr. 



Henderson advises British labor to conceive itself in power) 
and then to contemplate the use by its opponents of methods 
that are unconstitutional* 

ALLIED activity in Archangel is summed up in a re- 
markable statement issued by Lt.-Col. Sherwood Kelty> 
commander of the 2d Battalion of the Hampshire .R*#"; 
ment (British Expeditionary Forces). Colonel Kelly 4? 
clares that he volunteered for service in Russia " m ^ 
sincere belief that this was needed to make possible the 
withdrawal of British troops," but that " immediately ^ tct 
our arrival in Archangel we received the impression -tb*V. 
the policy of our officials was not what it was stated ^ 
be. . . . We discovered that the inuch vaunted 
Russian army ' was composed largely of Bolshevik prison^ 
dressed in khaki, utterly unreliable and always constitute? 
a greater menace to our troops than the Bolshevik ar^ 
opposing them. This was tragically demonstrated 
the Russians mutinied and murdered their British office* 8 ' 

IT is unfortunate that Senator McCormick has so d&#* 
his resolution for the recall of American troops that 1 
applies both to Siberia and to Europe. To be sure, those 
soldiers who are to remain in Germany are too few to * 
of great practical service ; they are there, not as a syi* b ° 
of the League of Nations, but as an assurance to the Fre^ 
that America will remain interested in the attempted^ - 
forcemcnt of an unworkable treaty. Nevertheless it lS 
misfortune that in Mr. McCormick's resolution these 
are coupled with the troops in Siberia. For every ar ^" 
ment in support of the resolution can now be easily twis te / 
Those who defend the use of American troops in R usSl * 
will base their opposition to Mr. McCormick's proposal & 
the ground that it would be a betrayal of Foch W d 1 
French army on the Rhine. 

WITH Mr. McCormick's demand that our troops jj 
brought home from Siberia all American liberals vriH 
in sympathy. The official assumption upon which the ^ 
troops are being detained is that they arc keeping the 1*. 
ways open for the Red Cross and other relief organic 00 • 
But they are also keeping the roads open for Japanese ti^ 
and American munitions that are to be used in a cause ^ 
which the United States has given neither its leg al ^ 
moral support. The argument that we must aid the ^ 
of the Red Cross would stand on sounder ground if ^ j 
taneously we should put a ban on Japanese troops ^ 
American shells. So long as American troops rem* 1 * 
Siberia we are giving comfort to the enemies of R usS ' 
freedom who cluster in Tokio, Paris and Omsk. 

ACTION by the American trade unions shows a g r0 ^ 
hostility to the policy of Mr. Wilson's admin istratio^ 
Russia. In June the national convention of the ArnC f^ ( 
Federation of Labor was' content with a half-way P oSi |^; 
It dodged the issue of raising the blockade. But since J ^ 
there has been a rising protest against the continu^^^ 
the blockade and the use of American troops ^ 
Resolutions against this sort of intervention have 
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a dopted by many trade union bodies — among others, by 
*e Ne W York Federation of Labor, the Women's Trade 
Union League, the United Shoe Workers, and the Labor 
Pities of New York and Chicago. Opposition to our pres- 
et Russian policy will continue to grow with the postpone- 
^t of a military decision and the gradual realization, by 
^toericans, of the enormity of our responsibility for helping 
0 kill non-combatants with an embargo. 

Ac 

° We go to press it is uncertain what the results are to 
. e °f Mr. Wilson's promised intervention in the dispute 
■p Ween the Steel Corporation and the trade unions. The 
Resident agreed to try what the trade unions* had failed 
j^ 0: to get a hearing from Mr. Gary. Union leaders 
^ Ve informed Mr. Wilson that they do not know how long 
^ Can hold the rank and file in check. The prevention 
<rj^eetings anc * discharge of union members, they say, 
^ |ve brought about such a situation that it is difficult to 
j «old or restrain the indignation of the men, and the re- 
^ance that they declare it is their purpose to present/' 
^ S ° me Quarters this warning will be regarded as a bluff. 
^ the action of the California railwaymen and of the 
0 j .^irginia miners — completely disregarding the edicts 
ind e Clr leaders — is a hint that the rank and file of labor is 
t ee d the active force behind the various demands that the 
Un K>ns are now presenting. 



Pershing 

of the men who was closest to Pershing 
a throughout the war remarked recently that 
ifo e P u klic had always to be afraid of being con- 
^ r ^ hy its conquering army, but that in Pershing, 
Mv ^ e nat * on had f° un d a soldier who wished 
*° ^ e a soldier. His record in France is testi- 

l° ^ e tlUt ^ °^ ltm * nst * nct as t0 w ^ iat 

% t t , true r °l e of an American commander, 
% e £ r m elation to his political chiefs, or to the 
people, or the beaten enemy, was superb. 
r 8anized and commanded the A. E. F M 
i^ rate d with the Allies but maintained a useful 
jtig ^ n dence, and acted with sincere understand- 
M{ ^e ^ act that the soldier executes but does 
^kl policy. He neither bragged nor 

^tatw^ an d though he had to endure a fair 



>t of 

U[ k impressive. He commanded not only 



^ecT UI mtl ^ e an( ^ j ea l° us y, h c emerges untar 



l^ahf * U ^ ne s P* irit * n a ^ history there has 
J never been a cleaner army, a more single- 
r\ • ai *my, a less factional army, or consider- 
?-%y Previous preparations, a more effective 
Si^s^ e did not alone make it what it was, to 
^ % ! • * because of him it was possible to make 
Sr a j- lt Was: The spirit which prevails at the 
^b^dT eS t ' lroug ^ t " ie w hole military hierarchy. 
=f er sM • ^ e results, and they alone count here, 
4 8 has proved himself fully competent for 



the most delicate command ever entrusted to an 
American general. He succeeds in every essential 
part of his huge task. 

It does not matter whether he originated or 
accepted the underlying policies on which the 
A. E. F. was organized. The policies finally 
adopted proved to be sound. The organization was 
conceived, as it ought to have been, on a larger 
scale than the occasion required. It was an organi- 
zation that through all its infinite ramifications 
produced an ever-increasing and finally overwhelm- 
ing supply of battle troops. The possibilities of 
fatal error were great. In all big matters they 
were avoided. Only an extraordinary grasp of 
what was important and a superb imagination -can 
account for so successful a discrimination in the 
helter skelter of advice which was thrust upon him. 
There were to be sure minor failures at many 
points. Examination of them will show, we imag- 
ine, that they were due to one of two tilings — to a 
lack of intellectual preparation by the General 
Staff before America entered the war, and to a vice, 
really the defects of a virtue, prevalent in all classes 
of Americans which makes them prefer ingenuity 
to experience. Time was probably lost in experi- 
mentation which should either have taken place 
during the period of neutrality or been omitted 
altogether. One gathers a very definite impression 
that somehow the experience of the Allies was not 
digested soon enough, and this was costly in time 
and therefore in lives. None of this bears on 
Pershing who throughout has been a general in the 
field, except to bring into still stronger relief the 
high ability which he displayed. Through him the 
American part in the war was brought to its focus 
on the western front. 

On him the exultation is now focused. It is 
meant not only for Pershing but for a multitude 
of whom he is not only a most engaging repre- 
sentative, but in every sense a leader. It should 
extend to Baker who picked him and sustained him 
and helped to temper him, to the fierce energies of 
March, to the finely dependable Bliss, to the 
responsible and ingenious Crowder. That it 
extends to the combat troops above all others 
needs hardly to be said. 



Establishing a Precedent 

POLITICS sometimes seem like an unending 
series of Hobson's choices. If you take what 
is called a liberal line, you may find yourself play- 
ing more or less the same game as Senator Reed 
or Mr. Hearst. If you take a conservative atti- 
tude yon may become indistinguishable from Mr, 
Ochs. Providing such things matter, you won't 
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